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Some Important Depressed Castes

Numerically the Chamars are by far the most important
depressed caste in the whole of India. It is in the United Pro-
vinces that they flourish. In Bihar and the U. P. their strength
is 1-8 and 8-7 times higher, respectively, than that in the Punjab.
In Bengal their population ife small, being about one-fifth of their
total number in the Punjab. The Chamars of the U. P. alone
exceed by about 16 lakhs the total depressed class population
of Bihar and fall short of the total strength of depressed classes

in Bengal by about 30 lakhs.
i

The Pas is

They are mainly found in Bihar and the U. P. though a few

are found in Bengal also.   In Bihar and the U. P. their strength

is 9*2 and 77-6 times higher, respectively, than that in Bengal.

A few Pasis are found in the Punjab also but the Census Report

contains no information about their population.

The Dhobis

They are mainly confined to Bihar, the U. P. and Bengal.
There are no Hindu Dhobis indigenous to the province of Pun-
jab and the few Hindu Dhobis that are found there belong to
the U. P. Their population in Bihar and the U. P. is 1*2 and 2-9
times higher, respectively, than that in Bengal.

The Sweeper and Scavenging Castes

They are on the whole well distributed throughout Northern
India but are more numerous in the U. P. than elsewhere. In
Bengal and the U. P. their strength is 1-3 and 1-6 times higher,
respectively, than that in the Punjab. In Bihar their population
is smaller, being about three-fifths that in the Punjab*

Composition and Regional Distribution
of Depressed Classes

The United Provinces

A reference to Appendix 1 and to Diagram 3 shows that in
this province the eight castes, Chamars, Koris, Pasis, Dhobis/
Bhangis, Doms, Silpkars and Khatiks account for 95*6 per cent